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Easter is Coming SOON!
By the time you read this, we will be well on “the way” of our shared Lenten journey. The world is trying to
Sunday
make us forget about Lent. Ash Wednesday (the beginning of Lent) got snowed out! That new pristine layer of
Worship
white tried to cover up all the mud underneath. But as I said on week 1 of our Lenten journey, we all know the
Services:
mud is still there. Don’t we?
Our theme this year is a trilogy of words – what I called the 3 r’s of Lent for 2016. Those words are simply
8:30 am
repent, reflect, and respond. Repent means to recognize our actual sins, own our actual sins, and turn away
Casual Worship from those sinful actions. Or more specifically, turn towards a Godly life. Our shared experience of life and our
Wesleyan theology says we can’t do that on our own. But with God’s help in our lives, we can. That brings me
to reflect. The power of reflection and introspection is what I call face time with God. To sit in God’s presence –
9:45 am
Contemporary in silence during Lent – allowing the Spirit of God to simply be with you. Divine things happen in those silent,
Holy encounters. Listen for the nudges of God’s Holy touch on your soul. You will miss those nudges in this fast
Worship
paced hectic world if you do not pause and listen. I encourage you to reflect silently and on your own with God.
Lastly comes our response. All of you who have been participants in our UM101 classes know my “overarching”
11:00 am
understanding of our Wesleyan Theology is simply, “God acts, and we respond.” That phrase is at the core of
Traditional
our understanding of salvation, sacraments, church, faith, Christ, and everything else related to our limited
Worship
perception of how God moves. John Wesley was one of the first theologians to hold together two profound
phrases in our Bible; we are justified by faith alone, and faith without works is dead. Our faith beckons a
Wednesday response. Without it, our faith is dead.
What might your response be this year as we travel our Lenten journey together? What might happen if we
Night Live
genuinely look at what we really are (repent) and sit that alongside what God created us to be (reflect?) Might
we respond differently in the world, in our nation, in our community, in our families, in our relationships, and in
5 pm
our church? Might we?
Supper
Some of you may respond through incremental acts of service in the church and in the world. Lord knows we
need help just doing church right now in this growing place of grace. Ministries go because volunteers serve
6 pm
through them. If you have an hour or two to give in a week, come see me and we will discern together where
Handbells
the right place for your unique gifts might be. You are here for a reason. Let’s figure that out together.
Youth
Some of you may respond by finally taking a Divine stand. Put down a securing anchor into the Body of Christ
Children
Adult Bible Study called FUMC. Step forward and be counted as a committed Christian in service to God through this part of the
Body of Christ by formally joining the movement of Christ through this “place of grace.” You will find yourselves
growing in grace in unique and unexpected ways when you do. Coming to church and doing church are not the
7 pm
same thing. Each is an important step in the journey towards the center of God’s Heart. But the truth is, if you
Choir
are not taking steps, you aren’t going anywhere.
Some of you may respond by picking up a Bible for the first time in a long, long time (or ever.) If you do, read the book of Luke.
Start there. Listen to the master story teller walk you through the greatest story ever told – a story that is true! Then read
Ephesians and Philippians. Then go anywhere your heart leads you in Scripture. And ideally find a small group to journey alongside
as you read together.
But I hope all of us have Holy Week set apart on our calendars this year. Easter is coming very early. Palm Sunday is March 20th. We
will be celebrating our Easter Cantata on that day. Those are code words for “mark will not be preaching!” What a graceful way to
bring a friend to church who maybe has never been in Church before! We will gather on Holy Thursday (24 th) at 6:15 pm in the
Sanctuary. That service lifts up Jesus’ Last Supper and betrayal in the garden. Eat with Him. Pray with Him. We will gather on Good
Friday (25th) at 6:15 pm in the Sanctuary to encounter the cross – the intersection of our
worst and God’s best. And then comes Easter Sunday on March 27. The day begins with our
Youth led Sunrise service at 7:30 am outside on the hill of our church campus. The shout
“He is Risen” that begins at 7:30 will continue through the 8:30, 9:45 and 11 am worship
services.
Come celebrate God acting. Come prepared to respond in some way. Come. You are invited
here.
God’s Joy,

mark
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Holy Week -March 20th—27th
Begins with our Easter Cantata on Sunday, March 20th at 11:00 am
Holy Thursday Service, 24th at 6:15 pm in the sanctuary
Good Friday Service, 25th at 6:15 in the sanctuary
Sunrise Service, Sunday, 27th 7:30 am
Easter Services at 8:30 am, 9:45 am and 11:00 am

Needed before Easter:
empty egg cartons and plastic eggs

for Ashley Taylor and Brandon Collins

You may drop off your donations in the
Children’s Office

on Sunday, March 13, 2016 at 12:30
in the Fellowship Hall.
They are registered at Walmart, Macy’s,
Bed Bath & Beyond, and Belks.
Hosted by Circle of Love

The Outreach team at FUMC is looking for photographers who are skilled at digital
photography. “Outreach” at FUMC promotes events and worship services through
newspaper articles and ads, radio, movie theater and cable tv ads, fliers, the church
website, the FUMC Facebook page. Photos of events at FUMC are an important

I’ve scurried around and have found so many wonderful things going on at FUMC…some think they weren’t noticed…well, I have
news for you: Chris Robbins (The Great Smoked Pork Champion) both helped clean off tables after a Wednesday night meal.
Wes Seiler joyfully helped serve popcorn to the K-2nd grade Sunday Class.
Ethan Kowaliuk, without being asked, picked up all the popcorn the K-2nd graders left behind on the floor.
Sandy Eady was seen personally inviting and encouraging people to attend Sunday School classes.
Jeremy Bruce (Champion Chef) not only barbequed the meat for the Valentine’s Dinner on
Wednesday evening, but also prepared food for all the volunteers who all worked so hard that
day to prepare for the most wonderful “LOVE FEAST”? I got so tired trying to keep up with
everyone, that I finally went to my house in the Narthex and took a nap! Sweet Memories at
FUMC!! Thanks to all of those who made that event so beautiful!!
AND… Our Cub Scouts, Pack 101, were featured in The North Georgia News on January 20th of
this year. The article congratulated the pack for learning life-skills that will help make them
the community leaders of the future!! Congrats to Scouts, Leaders and Parents!!!
Well…keep those notes coming to my front door!! I can’t wait until next month to see all the
special things happening here at FUMC. Remember, I’m watching, and I have some special
agents watching too!

Opportunities for Fellowship
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Morning Glory Circle will meet Wednesday, March 2nd at 10:00 am in the Friendship SS
Class. All women are invited to attend.
UMW Missions Circle will meet Tuesday, March 15th at 10:00 am in the Bray Chapel.
Circle of Love will meet Thursday, March 3rd,17th, and 31st at 6:30 pm in the Youth
Sunday School room in the MAC. All ladies are invited.
The Gainesville District of the United Methodist Women will be having a Lenten Day Apart Service on
Saturday, March 19th at 9:30 a.m. at the Cleveland United Methodist Church. The cost to attend is
$8.00 per person and covers the cost of lunch.The speaker this year is Jo An Kinrade Associate Pastor
of the First United Methodist Church in Newnan, Georgia.
If you are interested in attending the service and want to carpool contact Linda Roberson at 706-897
-8942 or email at 7400roberson@gmail.com. Registration forms will be available in the Narthex and
at the MAC Desk.

United Methodist Men continued their tradition of excellence by hosting a Special Valentines Dinner on Feb 17 th. The concept of the dinner was a fundraiser, but a faith-based fundraiser in that the meal was free but donations would be accepted. As planning progressed, more and more individuals and organizations across the church volunteered their time and
talents, and the combined result was simply spectacular. All day on Wednesday, people were involved doing their special part in setting up,
decorating, unpacking and trimming fresh roses delivered by UPS from Colombia, to slicing potatoes, and all the other myriad things required. The Radical Hospitality Committee initially greeted folks at the MAC doors, and on entrance to the dining room, each lady was personally presented with a long-stem red rose. A magnificent dinner was served by head chef Jeremy Bruce and his talented team. Jeff Bauman arranged for an outstanding classical guitarist to provide music, and the young man was a true professional. Yes, UMM’s fundraiser
was a success, but the biggest success was in the attitude of teamwork and spirit of cooperation that existed from everyone involved.
Thank you to everyone for your support and participation. The next Methodist Men Breakfast will be Saturday, March 19th at 8:00 am.

What does Parish Nursing

have to offer?

Office: Many pamphlets on various health and
safety topics (help yourself); a wheelchair and walker; a
balance beam scale; portable first aid kit on wheels; blood pressure equipment. On top of the desk is an emergency small container
with a glucose tester, sugar & glucose tablets for diabetics and aspirin for heart attack symptoms.
Equipment: We maintain a supply of wheelchairs, walkers, crutches, over toilet support rails. These have been donated and are
for loan. We have some new adult diapers and bed pads to give. In the church in addition to the nursing office, a wheel chair and
walker are located in the Sacristy Room (just off Narthex), and in the MAC closet. Excess equipment is stored in the Annex
Building. Please do not remove from the church & Annex, or add to equipment without first checking with a Parish Nurse or with
Evelyn.
First Aid Kits: are located around the church: a large one on wall in Narthex next to AED, small ones in both kitchens, bottom left
drawer of MAC desk, both nurseries, CEC classrooms upstairs & kitchen area downstairs.
AEDs (defibrillators) are located in the Narthex and across from MAC desk.
Services: blood pressure measurement upon request; articles on health and safety in monthly newsletters and bulletin board in
the MAC; a card ministry; arrangement for CPR classes periodically; first aid stations for VBS and at the Scottish Games; many
health fairs have been held; telephone contact for advice. We DO NOT provide hands on care other than blood pressures and
minor first aid, or replace your health professionals.
Health Cabinet: is an advisory church committee to whom the parish nurses submit reports, and seek suggestions and advice. We
currently meet twice a year or if a meeting is called. Lee Dunham is our current chairman, other members are listed on the church
website under Ministries - Parish Nursing.
We welcome suggestions for needed services or topics of information! We also welcome volunteers, both professional and lay
persons. Contact a Parish Nurse: Jackie Franklin, Sharon Willits, & Bambi Wooten.
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"I believe there are angels among us sent down to us from somewhere up above...to
show us how to live, to teach us how to give, to guide us with the light of love." These
lyrics from a song by Alabama express our children's ministry team as I see it in
action. Linda and I want to thank the following "church angels" who are
presently planting seeds for eternity in the lives of children and their
families: Sonya Christofaro, Sandy Eady, Dee Heuker, Joni Hinton, Artie Hodgson, Ria
Ledbetter, Pat Maryscuk, Judy Mears, Bill & Margaret Miller, Maggie Plott, Janice Taylor,
Diana Turkovics, Gracie Weldon, Ursula Whitelock, Kathy Zimmerman, Melinda Weldon,
Katie Mashburn, Jessica Freschette, Nancy and Charles Smith, Lisa and Sam Wilson,
Mandy Hunter and Meg McCarter, Kim and Tom Walker, Holly Viccaro, Beth Bryan,
Tammy and Eric Seiler, Pam Jordan, Dana and Chris Robbins, Emily Cobb, Dinah and
Scott Carter, Kay Bradley, Doris Eshelman, April Southern, Carrie Smith, Trisha Wallace, Dottie
Corcoran, Mike and Judy Cloyd and Linda McClarnon. Please encourage and assist them whenever you
have the opportunity. We would love to have you join our team, as many of us are doing double-duty to
fill empty slots. Sometimes all we need is for a"church angel" to show up to lend a hand for an hour
once a month. Our goal is to meet the safe sanctuary standard of two leaders per classroom. We
promise you...THE BENEFITS ARE OUT OF THIS WORLD!
Cave Quest VacationBible School planning for June 5-9 has already begun, and we will
need lots of "church angels" to make that happen. You may contact Judy at
jaylsee@aol.com or Linda at linmcc1@windstream.net.
Your Interim Children’s Directors—Ms. Judy and Ms. Linda

I am extremely excited to be writing you, informing you of an awesome opportunity that we
as a youth group, are participating in. This opportunity is taking form in an 8 week program on the basics and spirituality of the Methodist Church, taught by Pastor Mark! It has come to our attention as of late, that many of the
youth within our group, have not had the chance to sit down and ask the hard questions they may have regarding
their faith, while also getting the chance to develop a relationship with their senior pastor. In this 8 week study, we
are covering areas from the beginnings of our relationship with Jesus Christ through Baptism, and how that affects
our lives as members and attendees of a United Methodist Church, all the way to the treasures we hold in heaven,
as we prepare our spiritual lives to serve Jesus Christ. Students will be challenged in their faith in a new way, allowing them to ask questions, find answers, and hopefully if they have not already, find a new identity in Jesus Christ.
All youth, 7th grade and above, are welcome to join in! Wednesday Nights at 6pm!
The youth are currently reading and doing a study on the book "Thrive." Any youth interested in
participating in this study are encouraged to join us! Sunday mornings at 11am!
The new Youth Activities Calendar for 2016 will be out soon! Keep an eye out for our upcoming events!
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MAC GYM HOURS:
Monday– Thursday 8:00 am till 5:00 pm

Friday 8:00 am till 1:00 pm

Fitness @ the MAC!
Tuesday & Thursday “Get Fit” Exercise Class Tuesdays & Thursdays led by Dan D’Agostino. Class includes weight training,
cardio exercise, and muscle toning and meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:15pm until 6:00pm in room M-0 downstairs at
the MAC. Cost is $4.00 per class for non-members. Bring a mat and some hand weights.
Christ Centered Yoga: (1 Hr.) Compliment any exercise program at any fitness level with yoga. Led by Pat Tomzyck. Cost is $5.00
per class. Bring your own yoga mat. Meets Tuesdays at 9:15 am in Room M-0 .
Tai Chi”: Tuesdays at 1:30pm downstairs at the MAC in room M-0 and is open to everyone. Class is led by Dr. Dennis Tidwell.
Cost is $10.00 per class. Bring a mat!

New… Pickleball Tuesdays! Pickleball is a paddle sport created for all ages and skill levels. The rules are
simple and the game is easy for beginners to learn, but can develop into a quick, fast-paced, competitive game for
experienced players. The local club plays in the MAC on Tuesdays from 1:00pm - 3:00pm and everyone is welcome.
There are plenty of experienced players there to get you started in the game and equipment is provided.

Ongoing Missions Opportunities:


“Foot Locker Ministry” Sponsored by our Morning Glory Circle! If you would like to thank the men and
women serving our country, check their “wish list” and bring items to the footlocker in the MAC!



“Hope House” - Baby diapers, shampoo, body soap. Please place the items in a bin at either entrance.



“Food Bank” meeting local food needs!

 “Honduras Orphanage” art supplies, socks, underwear, gloves. Bins are at both entrances

Young at Heart
OASIS Spring term begins March 31st ! Registration has begun!

Gibbs Gardens Daffodil Festival, Thursday, March 17th See the largest daffodil display in the nation. Stroll along
paths through “fields of gold”. This breath-taking display includes over 20 million daffodils of more than 100 different varieties, ranging in color from primrose-yellow to yellow, saffron, gold, orange, blush pink, white and cream.
Cost is $25.00 per person plus $ for lunch at the Arbor Café in the Gardens. Cost includes admission to the Gardens,
All day Tram pass, and transportation. We leave the church at 8:30am and return at approx. 3:00pm .Sign up by
bringing the full amount to the church office. Space is limited!

6

Airman William Prentice, Wright Paterson AFB, Ohio.
He is the grandson of Juanita Prentice.
EN1 (SW) Blane Dorton. He is the son of Buddy &
Teresa Moore and Bob Dorton.
ND Brody Dorton. He is the son of Buddy & Teresa
Moore and Bob Dorton.
1 Lt. Loertscher, Seth. J. 532A Winans Road, West
Point, NY 10996. He is the nephew of Ruth Stefko.
SSgt. Krystle Lewis-Wayne Reserve Air National
Guard . She is the daughter of Barry & Shelley Lewis.
Pvt., Prentice, Nathaniel, 11214 8th Avenue CT E
#82, Tacoma, Washington 98455. He is the grandson
of Juanita Prentice.
Major Paul Hargrove, He is the grandson-in-law of
Henry and Myrtle von Staden.
Master Sgt. Kevin Ryan, 102 Santa Rosa Drive, VAFB,
CA 93437. He is the grandson-in-law of Henry and
Myrtle von Staden.
Cpt. Laura Jeffrey, 1 Sgt. Craig Jeffrey, Lt. Andre
LaTaste All children of Vern and Angie Craft.
Sgt. 1st Class, Josh Pierce, grandson-in-law of George
Houdeshel.
USAF Major Curtis DeLoach, Yokosuka Navy Base,
Japan. Curtis is the son of JoAnna and Sam DeLoach.
Michael Couture, US Marine Corps, Afghanistan.
Sgt. Christopher Womack, Kailua Hawaii. He is the
grandson of Glen and Linda Womack.
PV2 Brandon Coots, 2509 Charolais Lane, Manhattan,
KS 66502. Brandon is the grandson of Pam Jordan.

Hope House’s 5th
Annual Super Chef
Showdown
Saturday, March 12th
11:30 am till 1:00 pm
in the MAC
$10.00 for those 10 years and up
Come taste the delicious morsels
of 20+ community “chefs” and
vote for your favorite.
FUMC’s chef will be Shannon Burgess.
Live Music by “Lance & Presley”
Door prizes

SSG Matthew Ueltzen, Fort Bragg, NC. He is the son of
David and Evelyn Ueltzen.
1 Lt. David Riddle, grandson of Bob and Jean Riddle
Matthew Moore, 115 Cehua Street, Wahiawa, Hawaii
96786. Matthew is the son of Buddy and Teresa
Moore.

* Please update the office with new addresses *

Hazel Douglass
Norma Day
Juanita Prentice
Shirlee Evans
Anita Padgett
Hilda Lucarelli

Wednesday, 2nd CEC
Morning Glory Circle, 10:00am
Missions Committee, 4:00 pm
Supper, 5:00 pm
Handbells, 6:00 pm
Children, Youth & Adult Bible Study, 6:00 pm
Choir, 7:00 pm
Thursday, 3rd
OASIS
Prayer Team, 5:30 pm
Circle of Love, 6:30 pm
Friday, 4th
CEC
Saturday, 5th
Upward Soccer
Sunday, 6th
Worship Services
Disciple IV, 2:00 pm
101 Class, 2:00pm
Monday, 7th
CEC
Stephen Ministry, 6:00 pm
Boy Scouts, 7:00pm
Tuesday, 8th
Table of Grace, 11:00 am
Girl Scouts, 5:00 pm
Wednesday, 9th CEC
Women’s Bible Study, 10 am
Supper, 5:00 pm
Handbells, 6:00 pm
Children, Youth & Adult Bible Study, 6:00 pm
Choir, 7:00 pm
Friday, 11th
CEC
Saturday, 12th Super Chef Showdown, 11
Friendship SS Class Social
Sunday, 13th
Worship Services
Bridal Shower for Ashley Taylor
Disciple IV, 2:00 pm
101 Class, 2:00 pm
Monday, 14th CEC
Stephen Ministry, 6:00 pm
Boy Scouts, 7:00 pm
Tuesday, 15th
Women’s Mission Circle, 10:00 am
Wednesday, 16th CEC
Women’s Bible Study, 10:00 am
CEC Board meeting, 4:00 pm
Supper, 5:00 pm
Handbells, 6:00pm
Children, Youth & Adult Bible Study, 6:00 pm
Choir, 7:00 pm
Thursday, 17th YAH—Gibbs Garden
Circle of Love, 6:30 pm
Friday, 18th
CEC
Saturday, 19th Methodist Men Breakfast, 8:00 am
Sunday, 20th
Worship Services - Easter Cantata
Disciple IV, 2:00 pm
101 Class, 2:00 pm
Monday, 21st
CEC
Stephen Ministry, 6:00 pm
Boy Scouts, 7:00 pm
Tuesday, 22nd Table of Grace, 11:00 am
Girl Scouts, 5:00 pm
Wednesday, 23rd CEC
NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES
Thursday, 24th Holy Thursday service, 6:15 pm
Friday, 25th
Good Friday service, 6:15 pm
Sunday, 27th
EASTER! HE IS RISEN!!
7:30 am Sunrise Service

MARCH 3rd
March 6th
MARCH 9th
MARCH 12th
MARCH 13th

MARCH 14th
MARCH 15th
MARCH 17th
MARCH 18th

MARCH 19th
MARCH 20th
MARCH 21st

MARCH 23rd
MARCH 24th

MARCH 26th
MARCH 27th

MARCH 29th
MARCH 30th

MARCH 31st

Monday, 28th

Martha Cone
Janet Dittus
Shirley Cobb
Leura Mollnhauer
Ro Robbins
Betty Jones
Reagan Schuknecht
Judy Wall
Dennis Bradley
Ted Whisenhunt
Dick Eby
Mike Gurley
Greg Buchanan
Linda McClarnon
Caylor Gasaway
Brad McAfee
Anita McGirt
Joel Palmer
Jackie Hughes
Bud Akins
Ashton Jones
Catherine Dangler
Eloise Grenga
Dee Heuker
Zayden Southern
Zoey Southern
Jeanne Taylor
Lois Sweet
Rick Gutierrez
Dennis Jaegle
Caleb Metcalf
Marge Myers
Robbie Turner
John Browning
Jerry Driskell
Doris Langston
Dinah Carter
Jennifer Turner
Betty Brummet
Jim Fletcher
Kobi Robbins
Quinnell Newton
Charles Smith
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CEC
Stephen Ministry 6:00
Boy Scouts, 7:00 pm
Wednesday, 30th CEC
Women’s Bible Study, 10:00 am
Supper, 5:00 pm
Handbells, 6:00pm
Children, Youth & Adult Bible
Study, 6:00 pm
Choir, 7:00 pm
Thursday, 31st Spring OASIS
Circle of Love, 6:30 pm
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Remember to use your Ingles’ card linked to
our preschool CEC. If you need a form, let us
know.

Our Child Enrichment Center (CEC) preschool will
open their in-house registration on Monday, March
7th. In-house registration includes the FUMC church
family and prior CEC families. Public registration will
open on Monday, March 28th. Please see Ms.
Martha to register. A non-refundable registration fee
is required.

CEC will be preparing and serving the
Wednesday Night Supper on
Wednesday, March 2nd. Come out and
support our preschool!

New members:

Kevin & Silesia Clark

Heather & Bob Voshall

Carol Rogers

First United Methodist Church - Union County . 938 Highway 515 . Blairsville . Georgia . 30512
Staff Members
Mark Burgess
Stan Wallace
Evelyn Ueltzen
———
Camden Goddard
Deidra Gilbert
Jeff Bauman
Keith DeFoor
Grady Garner
Parish Nurses

Title
Phone Ext
Senior Pastor
223
Older Adult/Rec
222
Administrative Ass’t
234
Children’s Director
235
Youth Director
227
Financial Secretary
232
Minister of Music
—
Accompanist
—
Contemporary Worship —
———

Church Phone: 706 745 2073

Email
firstumcpastor@windstream.net
stanwallace@windstream.net
firstumc@windstream.net
fumckids@ymail.com
generationnowfumc@gmail.com
fumcfinsec@windstream.net

parishnurses@gmail.com
Church Fax Number: 706 781 6252

Times that Services are aired on Cable Channel 4: Sundays at 9:00 am and 8:30 pm
Church Website: firstmethodistblairsville.com

First UMC of Union County

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation

