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Wow!
Can you believe it’s March already! I look out my windows and the daffodils are
blooming, the trees are budding—Spring is here! Where did Winter go? Time is
flying! God is at work renewing our good creation!
We are entering into the church season of Lent—in fact, March 1 is Ash
Wednesday—which marks the beginning of Lent. So what does that mean? Lent
is a season of 40 days, not counting Sundays, that begins on Ash Wednesday,
and ends on the Saturday before Easter. This forty days represents the time
that Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring temptation and preparing to begin
His earthly ministry. Sundays are not counted in the 40 days of Lent because
every Sunday is a “mini-Easter”, a celebration of the resurrection of Jesus.
During Lent we encounter a season of preparation for the coming of Easter. We
use this time to turn our gazes inward and reflect on our relationship with God.
We seek to realign ourselves with God’s will and repent of all those times when
we have fallen short of God’s glory. Many people use the time of Lent to sacrifice something that they love (chocolate and coffee come to mind!), to better
focus themselves on God. This is certainly not something that you have to do,
but do try to spend this time doing everything you can to re-center the lives of
you and your children on God.
One thing you might want to try with your children is starting a daily devotional
time for your entire family if you don’t already do so. Take time to share a Bible story and devotional prayer each of the days of Lent. I think you will be
amazed at the difference you will find in your lives if you learn to pray together
as a family. Another thing you might try is taking on a volunteer project as a
family—even if it’s as simple as spring cleaning in all your closets. You can take
all your unwanted clothing and donate it to charity. There are so many in need,
and your children need to understand just how blessed they are to have not just
their basic needs met, but so much more!
Please join us in worship with your children on Ash Wednesday, March 1. Begin
your Lenten journey with your family in church! Spend this time of Lent talking
to your children about the amazing gift that Jesus gave freely to us all. What
do we have to give to God? I know that if you spend the season of Lent growing
closer to God, your children will have a much richer understanding of Holy week
and Easter. The children have had an amazing time learning about the aspects
of worship in Sunday school. I hope as we continue learning, they will appreciate
more and more this astounding God that loves us so!
Blessings and Peace to you all!
Love, Mrs. Shannon
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Make a Family Bible and
Prayer Journaling Tote
Items you may want to include:
Family Bible
Bible Journal
Prayer Journal
High Lighters, Markers, Pens
Family Devotional
Sticky Notes
Cards to send people
Stamps
Etc. Etc. Etc.

Sunday school (9:45 hour)
Fundamentals (Wednesdays)
Please remember that there is
no Fundamentals on March 1-we will all be participating in
the Ash Wednesday service in
the Sanctuary. We will also be
completing our study of the
fruits of the spirit: love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, and selfcontrol. We are also learning
that "We are all God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to
do." Ephesians 2:10

We are continuing our study on
worship. In March we will be focusing
on worship leaders. We will learn
about the worship leaders that the
Apostle Paul mentions in Ephesians-apostles, prophets, evangelists,
preachers and teachers. We will also
learn about all the worship leaders in
our local church and how they help us
all to serve God.
After learning about all our different worship leaders, we will be learning about church symbols--what they
mean and how they are used in worship and in the church.

Children’s Church (11:00 hour)

Through the stories of Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob
and Esau, and Joseph and his brothers... we will
be learning about how God wants us to be helpful
and kind even when no one else is watching; how
God forgives us when we forgive others; how
families are important to God; and how God will
help us through hard times.

Prepare to
stare at
Purple!
Lent starts on
Wednesday
March 1
Something
Exciting
is coming!

The TrebleMakers
are practicing their
bells every Sunday
at 10:00 am in the
fellowship hall. They
will be playing for
the 9:45 am and
11:00 am services
sometime in March.
Be watching for our
2017 debut!!!

MARCH 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

5:00 Supper
6:00

5

6

7

8

9:45 TM & SS

5:00 Supper

11 CC

6:00 FUNdamentals

12 VBS Planning
Meeting

12

13

14

15

9:45 TM & SS

5:00 Supper

11 CC

6:00 FUNdamentals

19

20

21

22

9:45 TM & SS

5:00 Supper

11 CC

6:00 FUNdamentals

26

27

28

9:45 TM & SS
11 CC

Please Note:
TM = TrebleMakers meeting on Sundays during the 9:45 hour
SS = Sunday School meeting on Sundays during the 9:45 hour
CC = Children’s Church meeting on Sundays during the 11:00 hour

